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Ar Meeting of the SOCIETY of the CINCINNATI in 
the Commonwealth of MassacnvuszrTs, held at the Bunch-of= 
Grapes Tavern, in Bos ron, Fuly 4th, 1788; = 


VoTsD UNANIMOUSLY, : 
HAT Brigadier-General H. iN Major G1BBs, 
Capt. LIIIII, Capt. S. Jacxson, and Capt. Warirtinc, 
be appointed a Committee to-wait upon Brigadier. General HULF., 
and preſent him the thanks of this Society ſor his. Oration 
delivered this day, and requeſt a copy thereof for the preſs. _ 


A true copy » 
THOMAS EDWARDS, Secretary. 
” ; . * 


22 Jaly 7. 1 

| GonTLauBNgs. | 
HE unanimous approbation of the 13 is very flatter- 
ing to me, and in compliance with their requeſt I ſubmit . 


the Oration to the preſs. 1 am, Gentlemen, with efteem and 
reſpect, your moſt obedient ſervant, W. HULL 


To 'Bri H. Jackſon, 
Prize ay 71 
Cat. 8. Jackſon, and 
Capt. Whiting, 
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Tuns day, MY FRIENDS AND FELLOW CITIZENS, 
invites us to recolle& the firſt dawn of that Indepen- 
dence which gave birth and exiſtence to the American 


* * Empire. 

To celebrate this great eren. — to review the cauſes 
which have given riſe to ir—to conſider the preſent ſi- 
tuation of our publick affairs—and to contemplate the 


future proſpes of our country. are employments high- 
ly intereſting to every patriotick mind. , 


 WriLs therefore we dedicate a few moments to the 
contemplation of theſe important ſubjects, may I not 
venture to hope for that candour, which ever, diſtin» 


guiſhes a free and enlightened people ? ' Ale 
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A conſidering the independence of our<vintry, and 
in reviewing the cauſes which have given riſe to it, we 


naturally recollect our former connect ion with that 
nation, from which we have been ſeparated. 


6 * 


*Tnar it was ſincere and affe clionate on dur part, 
we appeal to ihe publick records of our cc untry, to a 
ſeries of reſpectſul attachment, to a long and harmoni- 
ous intercourſe, and finally to the blood of our fellows 
citizens, which flowed in mingled ſtreams with Btitons, 

efence of the honour and proſperity of the empire. 
While thus combined, the glory of Britain was the 
ptide of America. In the poſſeſſion of a fertile and ex- 
tenſive territory, and practiſing the virtues of induftry 
and ceconomy ;. the Colonies advanced with rapid pro- 
greſs in all the i improvements, which adorn the charaQer 
of political ſociety. Our proſperity inſtead of inſpiring 
parental joy and ſatisfaction, excited the turbulent paſ- 

ſion of jealoufy, and an unbounded thirſt for AN 
and power. 


| Tunsz paſſions were . by a variety of op- 

preſſive acts, and ſealed with the alarming declaration, 
that Britain of right could make laws, binding upon us 
in all caſes whatever, Tus 
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Tus ronfed the reſentment of the firſt patriots of 

that nation, and fired the indignation of every freeborn 
ſon of America, Danger thus impending, a ſpirit was 
excited, not of impetuous madneſs, but of rational in- 
quiry into the rights of man. This ſpirit being difſuſed 
through an extenſive Continent, awakened the attention 
of all claſſes of citizens, While ſlateſmen and poli- 
ticians were inveſtigating the principles of government, 
while heroes were preparing to defend the flandard of 
freedom, to the unfading honour of the clergy, their 
yenerable voices were heard proclaiming the rights of 
their country; from the ſacred deſk, from temples too 
often dedicated to ſuperſtition and the gratification of 
tyrants, we were entertained with ſongs to freedom, and 
addreſſes glowing with the moſt patriotick ſentiments. 
With gratitude and admiration we here likewiſe pay 
the tribute of applauſe to the fair daughters of America— 
for their unexampled exertions at this critical ſeaſon ; 
denying themſelyes the luxuries and delicacies of 
life and ornament, and practiſing the duties of in- 
duſtry and ceconomy, they animated the youth by the 
ſplendour of their example, and inſpired them with 
| manly 


marſly pride, to defend the beauties of innocence and 
the violated rights of their country. Not adopting any 
new political ſentiments, not influenced by prejudices 
we had imbibed, our arguments were drawn from the 
eternal laws of reaſon, from the principles of the Britiſh 
conſtitution, and from the ſpitit and conduct of Engliſh- 
men, amidſt their yarious ſtruggles and revolutions. The 
_ reſult of this reaſoning was a full conviction, that taxa- 
tion and repreſentation ovght ever to go hand in hand, 
and the ſame moment which ſeparates them, deprives a 
people of their unalienable rights, and unhinges every 
ſecurity to their freedom. 


Ho to oppoſe a ſyſtem thus fraught with our de- 
ſtruction, became the intereſting queſtion ; the genius of 
our country pointed the road, Divided into different 
colonies, every ſeparate effort was feeble and unayailing. 
To give dignity and energy to the ſpirit which animated 
theſe diſtin& parts, a union of the wiſdom and power of 
the whole was the dictate of policy. | 


In the | deſcription of this union, and the meaſures 
which were purſued, to collect the prevailing ſentiments 
to a ſingle point, permit me to uſe the language of a poet 

s ol 
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of our own country 


„ Fraternal bands, with vows accordant join, 

„One guardian genius, one enrapturing ſoul, 

« Nerves the bold arm, inflames the juſt defign, 
«« Combines, inſpirits, and illumes the whole. 


* Now meet the fathers of this weſtern clime, 
% Nor names more noble grac'd the rolls of fame, 

„% When Spartan firmneſs brav'd the wrecks of time 
«© And Rome's bold virtues fann'd the heroick flame. 


« Nor deeper thought the immortal ſage inſpir'd, 
« On Solon's lips when Grecian ſenates hung, 
1% Nor manlier eloquence the boſom fir'd, 
« When genius thunder'd from the Athenian tongue.“ 


Tur freedom and welfare of America being com- 
mirted to this illuſtrious band of patriots,their conduct 
juſtified the high confidence of their fellow citizens. 
With decent, but manly firmneſs, they ſtated the 
rights to which we were intitled, pointed out the dan- 
ger with which we were threatened, and appealed to the 
juſtice and magnanimity of the inhabitants of Britain. 
Rat the patriotick feelings and cxertions of the nation, 
being overborn by miniſterial influence, they were deaf 
to our humble petitions ; and purſuing with unrelent- 
ing vengeance, their favourite but deſtructive policy, 

our 


"7 ids Elegy on ihe Times, written by Johns IAU BULL, Ed. 
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our harbours were filled with hoſtile fleets, and our 
plains covered with encampments for our deſtruction. 


In defence therefore of our own native ſoil, and for 
the ſecurity of every right which God and nature have 
granted to man, we were conſtrained to oppoſe force 
to force, and totally to cut aſunder the political bands 
which had united us. any age 


On this memorable day, the Repreſentatives of our 
Country, appealing to the Supreme Governour of the 
Univerſe, for the rectitude of their intentions, made a 
publick and ſolemn declaration of the cauſes which 
impelled a ſeparation. 


Lr it never be forgotten, my fellow citizens, that 
this is the birth day of American Independence ; that 
on this day, to uſe the expreſſive language of the Eaſt, 
a nation was born: That a foundation was laid for 
the happineſs not only of the preſent actors on the 
ſtage, but of poſterity, of millions yet unborn, 


Tuus was diſmembered a continent from an inand 
thus was reſtored the order of nature —oppreſſion on 
the one hand, and patriotiſm on the other effected, at an 

| earlier 


— 
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earlier period, what the voice of nature and the fitneſs 
of things loudly proclaimed. America having made 
this bold determination in the very infancy of her ex- 
iſtence, unallied and unſupported by any nation on earth, 
and in the preſence of an army, whoſe flag had carried 
terrour in every quarter of the globe, appealed to the 
throne of God for the juſtice of her cauſe, and to the 
tribunal of arms for its ſupport. The occaſion was 
calculated to-call forth the powers of the human mind, 
and to unfold thoſe latent virtues, which nothing buta 
ſtruggle for freedom could have brought into exertion. 


Fox the diſplay of thoſe talents, which pleaſed and 
aſtoniſhed the world, at this gloomy and intereſting 
crifis, we need only turn our attention to the various 
events of the war, from its commencement to the me- 
morable campaign of ſeventy-ſeven—When a veteran 
army * in the full power of health, diſcipline and va- 
lour,” conducted by a brave and experienced General, 
was defeated and captured by the fortitude and enter- 
prize of freemen, | 


Is a long train of patriots and of heroes, whoſe names 
B EET 
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and virtues will increaſe as time increaſes, and ſome of 
whom grace this aſſembly with their preſence, may I 
be permitted to 1ay, to the honour of our country, to 
the honour of human nature, America produced a na- 
tive ſon, who adorned and dignified the principles ſhe 
had adopted. —Aided by the councils of his country, 
and ſupported by the ſpirit of her citizens, the illuſtri- 
ous WasHinGrow enlightened her military genius, 
and ſought the battles of her freedom. Influenced by 
conſummate prudence, endowed with unſhaken per- 
ſeverance, and poſſeſſing a greatneſs of mind, equalled 
only by the magnitude of the object for which he con- 
tended—when the ſtorm commenced; he was placed 
at the helm, by the united voice of his country, con- 
ducted the ſhip during the long tempeſtuous ſeaſon, 
and anchored her ſafe in the harbour of peace. The 
great object being obtained, unambitious of power, he 
chearfully relinquiſhed the ſplendid ſcenes of military 
command, and like the Roman Cincinnatus, retired to 


the cultivation of his farm, and the tranquil walks of 
domeſtick life. | 


« Oh while along the ſtream of time thy name, 
% Expanded flies and gathers all its fame, 


** Says 
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«« Say, ſhall our little barks attendant ſail, 
«« Purſue the triumph and partake the gale.““ 


Bur let me pauſe for a moment! Do we not attri- 
bute too much even under God to ourſelves ? Have 
we ſo ſoon forgotten the days of our diſtreſs, when tri- 
umph and victory marked the progreſs of our foes ? 
When our armies, worn down by the ſeverity of fatigue 
and of action, frequently ſhod only by the ſoil they de- 
ended, frequently cloathed by little more than the ca- 
nopy of the ſkies, when doubtful anxiety was painted on 
every countenance, and the fate of this vaſt continent 
was ſuſpended in the dreadful balance of uncertainty ? 
Have we forgottep that, at this all momentous criſis, 
Louis the X VIth, the illuſtrious Monarch of France, 
ſmiled on our cauſe, and embraced us in the arms of 
his friendſhip ? Soon did he exhibit moſt unequivocal 
proofs of the ſincerity of his attachment. An alliance 
was formed on the moſt generous principles, and pow- 
erful fleets and armies were deſtined to our afliſtance. 
The richeſt ard nobleſt blood of his nation freely flow- 
ed by our ſides in defence of our rights, The powers 
of his ſplendid monarchy were exerted, until a glori- 

cus 


* Fide Porx's Eſſay on Man, 
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ous peace confirmed our independence. IIluſtrious 
Monarch, but more illuſtrious by your virtues than 
your crown, long may you live the patron of the rights 
of man—long may you reign, and may your reign be 
ever glorious. | 


Five years have now elapſed, my friends and fellow 
citizens, ſince the bleſſings of peace were announced to 
ort country, and in the language of confidence, I aſk, 
have your reaſonable expeQations been gratified? Where 
is that glowing animation which brightened every counte- 
nance, when the precarious fortunes of war were exchang- 
ed forthe pea ceful ſcenes of domeſtick tranquility ? Have 
you realized thoſe bleſſings for the attainment of which 
your treaſure has been exhauſted, the eloquence of 
your patriots has been exerted, and the blood of your 
heroes been ſacrificed? Have the ſacred rights of property 
been uninvaded ? Have publick faith and publick juſtice, 
thoſe great political virtues, remained inviolate ? Has the 
national honour and character been preſeryed pure and 
unſpotted? Have we adhered to that union under whoſe 
banners our freedom was obtained, and we roſe to inde- 
pendence, as the rock of our ſalyation ? Are not the 
8 cries 
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cries of the widow and orphan already proclaiming our 
injuſtice to the world ? Has not the fecling and the 
grateful heart been chilled with horrour, to ſee the war- 
worn ſoldier 


% Broken under arms, 
„In battle lopp'd away, with half his limbs, 
«« Beg bitter bread thro' realms his valour ſav'd.'** 


And when in ſome future day our poſterity are ex- 
ulting in triumph, at the magnanimity of their predeceſ- 
ſors, will they not be checked with a bluſh for the in- 
gratitude of their country ? 


Have not other nations taken advantage of the nerve- 
leſs ſyſtem of our government, and loaded our commerce 
with reſtriftions equally derogatory to our honour and 
intereſt ? Are there not at this moment, foreign garri- 
ſons ſtationed within our territories ? And finally, has 
not the federal head been languiſhing under an awful 
inability to fulfil the moſt ſolemn engagements, and to 
complete thoſe great national purpoſes for which it was 
inſtituted ? 


Tuvs encompaſſed with difficulties, what is the ex- 
ample 


* /ide YOUNG's Night Thoughts, _ 
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ample which America has exhibited? Has ſhe ſollowed 
the mad career cf the ancients? Have jealouſy and fac- 
(ion ariſen to thoſe aſtoniſhing, thoſe fatal heights, by 
which the moſt celebrated republicks have been over- 
whelmed ? Has the remedy been left to the ſport of 
chance or accident ? Has the vital ſpark of freedom been - 
extinguiſhed, or the ſtrong arm of a tyrant invited? Have 
you not, my ſe]low-citizens, traced theſe various ſtreams 
of evils, which running in different directions, have over- 
ſpread your country, and carried deſolation in their 
courſes, to the great ſource from which they have flow- 
ed? And has not ſober reaſon nearly completed a revo- 
jution, which in other countries, if we may judge of 
future events by paſt, could only have been produced 
dy the horrours of war, and written in blood? 


Tes, my fellow-citizens, you may now be congratu- 
lated on the happy proſpe of bidding a final ſarewel to 
a feeble ſyſiem, which could neither ſhield you from 
external invaſion, or protect you ſrom internal commo- 
tions, which could neither guard the welfare, ſecure the 
honour, or advance the proſperity of your country; and 
of embracing a Conſlicution, founded in republicaniſm, 
as it flows from the people, calculated on the one hand 
to 


Aw ORATION. 15 


to give ſtability and diguity to your national character, 
and on the other, provided with thoſe great checks which 
will ever afford a paladium to your liberties. To the 
glory of Maſſachuſetts, and the honour of her firſt 
Magiſtrate, has one of its moſt ſubſtantial and orna- 
mental Pillars been erected That each may riſe in due 
order and proportion, and that an Edifice ſo nobly de- 
ſigned may ſoon be completed, ought peculiarly, on this 
auſpicious day, to be the ardent prayer of every true 
American, Let us adopt the ftrong expreſſions of a 
great philoſopher and ſtateſman*., © May this Temple 
facred to liberty, ſacred to juſtice, the ficſt and greateſt 
political virtue, and built upon the broad and folid 
foundation of perfect union, be diſſoluble only by the 
diſſolution of nature“ - under its pervading influence, 
may the drooping credit of our country be revived, the 
ſails of our commerce unfurled, our agriculture and 
manufactutes encouraged, our uſeful mechanicks patran- 
ized, and the intereſts and views ol this extenlive Conti- 
nent indiſſolubly united: 


P:RM1T me now, my very reſpectable auditory, to beg 
your 


ide Governour Bowvotn's ſpeech in Con vention. 


—ͤ—ũ—3ꝗ — — — — — — ESRD 


16 An ORATION. 


your candid indulgence, while I devote the ſubſequam 
part of this addreſs to my Brethren of the Cincianati, 


S1xcz the diſſolution of that army which patriotiſm 
called into exertion, ſince you took an affectionate fare · 
well of each other, and mingled with your fellow citi- 
zens; the various fortune which has attended your coun- 
try, muſt have ſeriouſly affected you. From the part 
you have heretofore acted, it is impoſſible for you to feel 
indifferent either to her proſperity or adverſity, While 
the bonds of that union have been looſened, * which 
made her reſpectable to her friends and formidable to 
her foes—while her credit has been ſinking, and her 
general proiperity obſtructed, your feelings muſt have 
been awakened, and the keeneſt anguiſh penetrated 
your boſoms—But while at the ſame time the cauſes 
of theſe misfortunes have been inveſtigated, and there 
appears ſo happy a proſpect of their removal, you muſt 
have largely participated in the general joy, 


THz return of this joyful anniverſary, my dear 
friends and companions, will naturally recall to your 
minds, the various intereſting ſcenes which have fallen 

tO. 
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your lot, while on the theatre of action — The rugged 
and thorny paths you have together trod the danger · 
ous, but honourable part you have been called to act 
the mingled emotions which have been excited, while the 
fate of your country was uncertain, and the ſcenes of your 
military drama were continually ſhifting. —In the recol- 
lection of theſe i important tranſactions, you will not be 
unmindful of your companions in danger—Are they all 
preſent to. partake in the feſtivity of the day, and to 
commemorate thoſe great events, for the acquiſition of 
which their valour and their virtue have largely contri- 
buted? No, my friends, many of the moſt ornamental 
pillars have fallen, in erecting the great fabrick of free- 
dom. And while our feelings are alive on the ſubjeR, 
ſcarcely does the magnitude of the object, compenſate 
the magnitude of the facrifice—May unfading laurels 
ever bloom around their tombs—may monuments more 
durable than marble, be erected to their memories— 
May we, my brethren, ever bear on our minds, the 
. amiable and manly virtues by waich they were diſtin. 
: | guilhed, while actors on the ſtage, and the glory and dig- 
pity with which they cloſed the ſcene, And while their 
memories lire deeply engrayen on the hearts and affec . 
9 C tions 
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tions of a grateful people, may faithful hiſtory tranſmit 
their illuſtrious deeds to the lateſt time, and her faireſt 
pages be ornamented with the luſtre of their fame, 


Tur memorable day we now celebrate, and the pur- 
poſes for which we are aſſembled, will recall to our 
recollection the period which gave birth to our inſtitu- 
tion, the motives from whence it originated, and the prin- 
ciples upon which it is founded. Having for more than 
eight years devoted our lives to the ſeryice of our coun- 
try having chearfully endured the fatigues and dangers 
which are incident to a military employment—and hay- 
ing ſeen our efforts crowned with ſucceſs, the period 
arrived when we were to take a farewel of each other 
A criſis ſo intereſting muſt have excited a variety of emo- 
tions—While on the one hand we were animated with 
Joy that our country was freed from danger, and honour- 
| ably ſeated in the chair of independence; on the other, 
we muſt haye been penetrated with grief, not that we 
were about to quit the ſplendid ſcenes of military com- 
mand, and mingle with our fellow citizens— not that toil 
and poverty would probably be our portion, for to them 
we had loag been wedded; but that we were to ad the 


laſt 
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laſt affedtionate part of our military connection, and to 
ſeparate, perhaps never again to meet Was it poſſible to 
ſuppreſs the feelings which the occaſioa excited? Did 
not the ſame principles which had animated you to en- 
dure the fatigues of war, and dangers of the field, far 
the attainment of independence, loudly call upon you, to 
' inſtitute a memorial of ſo great an event? 


Waen the repreſentatives of your country beſtowed 
upon you the honourable appellation of the Patriot 
Army, and honoured you with the united thanks of 
America, for the part you had acted, was it not your 
duty by your future conduct, to give the higheſt poſ- 
ſible evidence, that the applauſe was not unmerited ? 
Could you poſſibly have exhibited a more ſtriking ex- 

. ample, or given a higher proof, than by forming an 
inſtitution which inculcated the duty of laying down in 
peace, the arms you had aſſumed for publick defence ? 


Ir the various fortunes of war had attached you to 
each other, if there was ſincerity in that friendſhip 
you profeſſed, if you wiſhed to contribute a ſmall por- 
tion of the little you poſſeſſed to the relief of yoyr un- 
fortunate companions, was it poſlible for you to ſepa- 

rate 
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rate, without forming you r/elves into a ſceiety of Sriends, 

for the continuance and exerciſe ef theſe benevolent pur- 
poſes ? Heaven ſaw with approbation the purity of 
your intentions, and your inſtitution aroſe on the broad 
foundation of panel, triendſhip and charity. 


ANIMATED by principles like theſe, you will not 
bluſh to avow them in the face of the world—and while 
you pay a proper deference to the opinion of your fel- 
low-citizens, it is fondly to be hoped, there is not a 
member of this Society, who allured by the fluctuating 
opinion of the moment, will temporize, or act an e- 
quivocal part, where his - honour and his feelings as a 
man, are ſo deeply intereſted. Let a conſciouſneſs 
of the integrity of your views bear you ſuperiour to 
ill- founded prejudice, and infpire you with a contempt 
For popular applauſe, when acquired at the expenſe of 
your honour and virtue. Beheve nat that un warthy 

motives will be imputed to men who during a long and 

arduous conflict, ſupported an honourable ſtation, be- 
tween danger and their country—who chearfully re- 
linquiſhed their arms, when her ſafety was, obtained 

who caſt themſelves in confidence into the boſom of 
their 
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their fellow-citizens, relying on tba publick-juſtice and 
graticude, to repair the injuries, and heal the wounds, to 
which their warfare had ſubjected them and who ia 
peace as well as war, have exhibited moſt unequivocal 
proofs of their attachment to the rights, the Nabe 
and the proſperity of their country, | 


And amidſt the gaiety and the feſtivity of the day 
vou will not be unmindful, my brethren, that charity is 
an eſſential, an ornamental pillar of your inſtitution.— 
In the language therefore of the ſociety, ** it is yours 
to diffuſe comfort and ſupport to any of your unfortu- 
nate companions, who have feen better days,and merit- 
ed a milder fate to wipe the tear from the eye of the 
widow, who muſt have been conſigned, with her help- 
leſs infants to indigence and wretchedneſs, but for this 
charitable inſtitution—to ſuccour the fatherleſs—to 
reſcue the female orphan from deſtrution—to enable 
the ſon to emulate the virtues of his father. — This 
will communicate happineſs to others, while it increaſes 
your own—[t will cheer your ſolitary reflections, and 
ſooth your lateſt moments, Let us then proſecute 
h with 
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with ardour what we have inſtituted in lincerity—Let 
heaven and our own coaſciences approve our conduct. 
Let our actions be the beſt comment on our words 
and let us leave a leſſon to poſterity, that the glory of 
ſoldiers cannot be completed, without acting well the 


part of citizens.“ 


